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INSTRUMENTATION TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

» all instruments are amplified

» the conductor has in-ear monitor with the click track

+ Max/MSP patch (containing click track) provided by the
composer. Feel free to contact me via my social media or via

BASS FLUTE

BASS CLARINET in Bb

TROMBONE e-mail — samuel.hvozdik@gmail.com

* players should be able to hear themselves, each other and
VIOLIN the electronics

* players should be able to see freely the violin and cello
VIOLA player

« the number of speakers is optional, however minimum is one
CELLO stereo pair. Keep in mind, that with more pairs of speakers

the experience is better.
CONTRABASS

ELECTRONICS

DESCRIPTION

Stigma was originally written with open-air performance in mind, but is easily presentable indoors. The piece opens a few minutes before
the ensemble begins to play - with a slow fade-in of sine waves (indicated in the score). My preference is that the players are not yet
seated in their seats at that time, and do not take the stage until traditionally before the playing begins. This is because, ideally, we are
trying to achieve an effect whereby the sound in the listener's mind moves from the subconscious to the conscious and is given
increasing attention and, by the time the ensemble starts playing, importance. The same thing happens at the end of the piece, but in
reverse - the sound becomes more and more in the background and overpowered by the background noise. This of course does not
apply to performance indoors, the result in such conditions will be different.

In this description | divide the piece into three sections - A, B, C.

A - from the beginning to the letter "E"

With his first cue, the conductor also gives a signal to the technician who starts the electronic patch. The section is divided into individual
impulses. The conductor hears two slow clicks before each impulse and in this tempo he gives the players the cue for the imaginary next
beat (it is not in the click, the conductor gives it blindly). Inside the section, the gaps between each impulse change, so it is important that
whenever the conductor hears a click, he shows a preparatory signal that the players should expect a next cue. In this way they will have
time to comfortably close the previous impulse and prepare for the next one.

Crossfading delay - a delayed ensemble sound with a crossfade effect - is among other sounds present in the most part of the piece.
Starting with the letter "D," the conductor also signals the pick-up beats before the next impulse. This is due to the fact that some
instruments are already starting to play a pulse.

Throughout this section the conductor signals nothing inside the impulses, the players respond to the natural movement of the bow.

B - from the letter "E" up to bar no. 120

In this section the gradation begins. With increasing dynamics, the harmonies in the strings' harmonics becomes more and more
naturally distorted, and becoming clear again in the second half of the section. In the letter "K" a gradual slowing of the click begins,
which continues until the last section of the piece.

C - after bar no. 120
The crossfading delay continues to decelerate until it stops to crossfade. The last four pulses are cued by the conductor with respect to

the indicated pauses (7-10 sec. are indicated, but since each performance is specific, this time interval can be manipulated depending on
the situation. However, it should not be less than 5 sec.).


mailto:samuel.hvozdik@gmail.com

AUTORSKY TEXT

Stigma ideovo nadvazuje na moju predoslu skladbu Blankets of
Dependence, v ktorej som sa zameral na vztah - vzajomnu
koexistenciu na baze reciprocity. Na tejto myslienke staviam
a snazim sa ist esSte dalej premyslfanim o podstate, o vyvoji, teda
o pohybe jednotlivych bodov - o artikulacii Casu v priestore. Body
na tejto Casovej priamke na seba navzajom nadvazuju, ¢im
ovplyviiuju progres, ktorého neexistencia by popierala
elementarne fyzikalne zakony. Vynat konkrétny bod z Casovej
priamky by vSak okrem toho znamenalo aj stratu povedomia,
stratu kontextu, inymi slovami stratu zmyslu. Nemozno zvratit
chod dejin ani nasSe vlastné pocCinanie. Podstata akejkolvek
existencie je totiZz pohyb vpred, cesta od bodu k bodu, ktoré sami
vytvarame svojim konanim na zaklade reflexie, neustalym
obzeranim sa na stopy, ktoré za sebou zanechavame. Prave ten
pohlad spat' reprezentuje prirodzeného a nevyhnutného hybatela
vSetkého vyvoja - motivacie pohnut sa konkrétnym smerom
- a tym je skusenost.

PROGRAMME NOTE

Stigma is ideologically related to my previous composition
Blankets of Dependence, in which | focused on a relationship -
mutual coexistence on the basis of reciprocity. | build on this idea
and try to go even further by thinking about the essence, the
development, that is, the movement of individual points - the
articulation of time in space. The points on this time line build upon
each other, thereby affecting a progression whose absence would
negate the elementary laws of physics. However, to remove
a particular point from the time line would furthermore mean a loss
of awareness, a loss of context, in other words, a loss of meaning.
Neither the course of history nor our own actions can be reversed.
For the essence of all existence is a forward movement, a journey
from point to point, which we ourselves create by our own actions
by reflection, by constantly looking back at the traces we leave
behind us. It is that looking back that represents the natural and
inevitable mover of all development - the motivation to move in a
particular direction - and that is experience.

The composition was commissioned by Waves Bratislava as a part of the project ‘Renewable Music. V4 Composers for Sustainability’
co-funded by the European Union under the Creative Europe programme 2021-2027.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect
those of the European Union or European Commission. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible
for them.

Supported using public funding by Slovak Arts Council
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SO PLAYERS CAN FINISH BEFORE THE NEXT CUE
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tied notes always indicates dynamic pulse.
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The end of the click.
Cue every remaining impulse. Be aware of 7-10 sec. pauses between them. circa 2'

CROSSFADING DELAY
CONTINUES SLOWING GRADUALLY

i

lij

0

7
E follow the violin
ppp (niente to niente) (sim.)

one full breath

fuz

[
PP (niente to niente) (sim.)
no tone

breath only (till the end)
(one breath)

)

PP (niente to niente) (sim.)

ensemble is following
your bowing

p (niente to niente) (sim.)

follow the violin

P (niente to niente) (sim.)

follow the violin

N ooy

start to play
when violin is in [0 (niente to niente) (sim.)
its 2/3 of the bow.

0 s econds

-1

w a it

il

i

no tone
breath only (till the end)

o (one breath, regardless of the violin bowing)
% g - >

Sp.
v Vemmmmm e al
strings are is following
your bowing (till the end)

0 s econds

-1

w ait

i

[ —

ppp
no tone
g breath only (till the end)
N o)
ppp

—

ppp

almos.t the white noise

rg Vemmmmmmm e [l

ppp

msp.
almost the white noise

T

ppp

msp.
almost the white noise

msp.

ppp

0 s econds

-1

w a it

e

i

—

,
%—»
ppp
)
ppp

ppp

on the bridge
white noise

,rg Vemmmmmmm - al

ppp

on the bridge
white noise

ppp

on the bridge
white noise

on the bridge
white noise

ppp

wait for the delay to end
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